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What to wear

HUNTERS/RIDING HORSES
Riders should wear tweed jacket with collar 
& tie, though a coloured stock is acceptable. 
Plain leather gloves & a show cane, with boots 
or half chaps. A correctly fi tting hat with safety 
harness. Breeches should be plain, preferably 
beige.

WORKING SHOW HORSE/PONY
As for hunters but the wrong colour jacket will 
not be penalised.

HACKS
Male riders wear as above, but lady riders may 
wear navy or black jackets. If you are unsure 
whether your horse is a hack or riding horse 
wear what you think is appropriate, and the 
judges will put you on the right track, but you 
will in no way be penalised if you get it wrong!

COBS
As for hunters.

GENERAL
Horses and ponies should be plaited except 
cobs who should be hogged, except for 
traditional types in the working show horse/
pony class. It is also considered correct dress 
for ADULT riders to wear spurs or dummy 
spurs, but this is optional.

Snaffle, Pelham or double bridles.

Working horse/pony riders should remember 
that their horse must remain in the same tack 
throughout the class.

If you are lucky enough to get through to the 
final championship at HOYS, adult riders 
should wear white or cream stock, men may 
wear a red hunting coat with top boots if 
appropriate for their type of horse.

Don’t let this put you off – it’s amazing what 
you can borrow!

PLEASE NOTE
Grooms must be neatly, appropriately turned 
out AND MUST wear a hard hat.

PLEASE NOTE
Grooms must be neatly and appropriately 
turned out AND MUST wear a hard hat.

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER:
@SEIB_Equestrian

FIND US ON FACEBOOK:
@SEIB.Search4AStar

www.search4astar.org.uk



Introduction
Search for a Star is designed to give amateur riders and owners an opportunity to compete 
at the prestigious Horse of the Year Show and to identify top class horses and ponies which 
otherwise may not be given the opportunity to compete at this level. It is, however, run by 
professionals and the imposed standards are identical to those applied to professionals. One 
fundamental difference is that at HOYS the judges will use radio microphones to give their 
thoughts and explain decisions. They will not publicly criticise riders or horses.

Want To Become A Star?
You can complete and return the entry form with your entry fee to SFAS, SEIB, South Essex 
House, North Road, South Ockendon, Essex, RM15 5BE, call 01708 850040 or email srobb@seib.
co.uk. Please ensure your email address is written clearly as this will be the method by which 
we will communicate with you.

OR

Enter Online
The link can be found on www.search4astar.org.uk please be aware that if you use this method of 
entry, there will be an administration charge that is out of the control of the competition organisers.

www.search4astar.org.uk
For more information, latest news and to take a look at previous winners please visit the offi cial 
site.

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER:
@SEIBCompetition

FIND US ON FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/SEIB.Search4AStar

Keep up
to date

Latest news and 
results online



£10 OFF 
SIMPLY 

QUOTE R2R

£10 OFF
SIMPLY 

QUOTE R2R

HORSE & PONY  |  HORSEBOX & TRAILER  |  LIVERY YARDS  |  EQUESTRIAN HOME  |  MOTOR  |  LIABILITY  |  BUSINESS  |  HOME  |  RIDING SCHOOL

Call 0345 450 0654
www.seib.co.uk

Insurance is a 
small price to pay 
for your priceless 
friend, isn’t it?
It doesn’t matter if your horse is a top competition animal 
or a veteran fi eld ornament, he will be priceless to you.

Talk to SEIB, we have been looking after our client’s 
priceless friends for over 50 years.

Insurance not a needless expense 
– but a priceless choice

South Essex House, North Road, South Ockendon Essex RM15 5BE.
South Essex Insurance Brokers Ltd are authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. (local call charges apply)

10% OFF* 
new policy 

QUOTE SFAS

*10% discount for any new horse, horsebox, trailer, home, yard and liability insurance (excluding private car)



KEY DETAILS
Search For A Star Competition (“SFAS”) is open to amateur 
riders only. Eligible riders include those: who have not 
ridden, exhibited or owned a horse that has competed in 
a showing class at Horse of the Year Show since 1997; 
who do not produce or ride horses for the show ring for 
remuneration; who are not judges registered with any 
showing association. 
SFAS is open to horses and ponies who have not qualified 
for Horse of the Year Show (“HOYS”) before 1 March 
2017. They may have qualified for Royal International 
Horse Show (“RIHS”) before this date but must not have 
competed at RIHS, except in direct entry classes. 
The horse or pony must not have been exhibited by a 
professional show rider or producer and this includes the 
ponies. Please read the rules for more details. 
All horses and ponies qualify for a rosette. 
All times are approximate – competitors must declare 30 
minutes before the stated start time of each class - see 
rules about declaration. 
Competitors and riders who qualify 1st or 2nd in SFAS 
may be invited to enter HOYS but entry to HOYS is not 
automatic and amongst other things is subject to the rider 
and horse or pony meeting the required standard for entry 
to HOYS and complying with the Search For A Star rules 
and regulations. 
We will endeavour to run to time - further information from 
the secretary will be available on the day. 

PLEASE READ THE RULES.
Closing date for entries paid by cheque is as per published 
in the schedule on the website, late entries may be 
accepted online with the addition of an extra fee if the class 
is not full.
STABLING
Please arrange stabling directly with your venue of choice.

JUDGES
Up to date details of judges will be available online in due 
course. www.search4astar.org.uk - Please co-operate 
with our judges, secretary and stewards. They are just 
trying to make the whole experience the best it can be for 
everyone and keep you safe!!

ONLINE ENTRY
To enter on-line please visit www.search4astar.or.uk 
and follow the link. There will be an administration 
charge which is out of our control

23RD APRIL 
Osbaldeston Equestrian Centre
Blackburn BB2 7LZ
Tel 01254 813159 
Closing date for entries 10th April*
21ST MAY 
Stretcholt Equestrian Centre
Somerset,
TA6 4SR
Tel: 01278 683312 
Closing date for entries 8th May* 

18TH JUNE
College Equestrian Centre
Church Road, Keysoe
MK44 2JP
Tel: 01234 708400 
Closing date for entries 5th June*
16TH JULY
Bury Farm Equestrian
Slapton, Leighton Buzzard 
Buckinghamshire LU7 9BT  
Tel 01525 222114 
Closing date for entries 3rd July* 
6TH AUGUST
Vale View Equestrian Centre
Old Dalby
Melton Mowbray
Leicestershire LE14 3LX
Tel: 01664 823739 
Closing date for entries 24th July*

For venue judges please visit
www.search4astar.org.uk. The judges 
listed have confirmed attendance. 
They could be changed through 
circumstances beyond our control.   
Please regularly check the website for 
any changes.

* After this date, late entry fees apply.

Immediately following qualification at 
the Competition, a Qualified Rider/Owner 
must bring the horse’s original passport 
to the secretary of the Organiser to be 
checked. The passport must be correct 
and in the name of the horse and owner 
on the Search for a Star entry form. 
Failure to comply with this ruling will 
mean disqualification.

Dates & Details
It is important that you read the Rules 
and Regulations. These can be found at 
www.search4astar.org.uk.

PLEASE REMEMBER
The onus is on the exhibitor, rider and owner to ensure that 
they meet the criteria of Search for a Star. Organisers of the 
competition will not be held responsible for any advice given 
regarding eligibility. 



1a.  8.30 AM – WORKING SHOW HORSE/
PONY (PONY SECTION)
122cms to under 148cms. Ponies 4 years and 
over. Riders 12 years or over on January 1st 2017. 
Riders will be asked to give a short show (judges 
will explain what to do) and jump two of the three 
fences which will be at 2ft, 2ft 3” and 2ft 9”, riders 
choose which two, no extra points for jumping the 
biggest fence. Adults and children may enter and 
ride ponies in this class as long as their weight and 
size is appropriate, decision of the judge is final 
on the suitability of horse and rider. Unsuitable 
combinations will be eliminated. Class judged on 
50% conformation, temperament, type and manners 
and 50% performance. Judges will ensure that 
conformation and temperament will allow the pony 
to be a competent all round performer, capable of 
doing most work including jumping and dressage. 
Harmony of pony and rider will be taken into 
account. Jumping style and approach is important 
and the judges will not ride. The same bridle must 
be worn throughout and snaffle bridles will not be 
penalised. Tweed or show jackets are acceptable. 
Martingales are optional. Grooms, correctly dressed, 
may be required in the arena. 1st will qualify at 
Judge’s discretion.
Entry fee £48, Late entry fee plus £15

1b. 9.30 AM - WORKING SHOW HORSE/PONY  
(HORSE SECTION)
Horses 148cms and over, 4 years and over. Riders 12 
years and over on January 1st 2017. Riders will be 
asked to give a short show (judges will explain what 
to do) and jump two of the three fences which will 
be at 2ft, 2ft 6” and 2ft 9”, riders choose which two, 
no extra points for jumping the biggest fence. Adults 
and children may enter and ride horses in this class. 
Riders must not be over-horsed and the decision of 
the judge is final on the suitability of the horse and 
rider. Unsuitable combinations will be eliminated. 
Judged on 50% conformation, temperament, type and 
manners and 50% performance. Judges will ensure 
that conformation and temperament allows the 
horse to be a competent all round performer, capable 
of doing most work including jumping and dressage. 
Harmony of horse and rider will be taken into account. 
Jumping style and approach is important. The judges 
will not ride. Snaffle bridles will not be penalised, 
but the same bridle must be worn throughout the 

competition. Martingales optional.Tweed or show 
jackets. Correctly dressed grooms may be required 
in the arena. Rosettes to 6th place.1st will qualify at 
Judge’s discretion.
Entry fee £48, Late entry fee plus £15

2.  11.00 AM - RIDING HORSE/HACK
Hacks Exceeding 148cms not exceeding 160cms, 
Riding Horse exceeding 148cms, 4 years or over. 
Riders 15 years or over on January 1st 2017. Riding 
horse - tweed jacket. Hack - show jacket. Correctly 
dressed grooms may be required in the arena. The 
best of type will win. Rosettes to 6th place. 1st and 2nd  
qualify at judges discretion. At HOYS, championship 
rosettes will be awarded to both a Riding Horse 
and a Hack and they will both qualify for the final 
Championship.
Entry fee £48, Late entry fee plus £15

3.  1.00 PM - SHOW HUNTER
Exceeding 153cms, 4 years and over. Riders 15 
years or over on January 1st 2017. Class will not 
be divided into different weights. Tweed  jacket. 
Correctly dressed grooms may be required in the 
arena. Rosettes to 6th place. 1st and 2nd  qualify at 
judges discretion.
Entry fee £48, Late entry fee plus £15

4.  2.30 PM - SHOW COBS & MAXI COBS 
EXCEEDING 148cms
Show & maxi cobs, best of type will win. Maxi cobs should 
be true to type and all cobs should be hogged. Riders 15 
years or over on the January 1st 2017 and horses 4 years 
or over. Tweed jacket. Correctly dressed grooms may be 
required in the arena. Rosettes to 6th place. 1st and 2nd  
qualify at judges discretion.
Entry fee £48, Late entry fee plus £15

5.  SEIB Racehorse to Riding Horse  
4.00 pm Osbaldeston & Vale View - 
3.30 Stretcholt, Bury Farm & College Equestrian.
separate schedule, rules and entry form required please visit 
www.racehorse2ridinghorse.co.uk for more information.

6. 3.30pm Search for a Star RDA Showing 
Championship  OSBALDESTON AND VALE VIEW 
VENUES ONLY separate schedule, rules and entry form 
required please visit www.search4astar.org.uk and click 
the RDA Showing link.

STABLING Please arrange stabling directly 
with your venue of choice.

Schedule



KEY DETAILS
Search For A Star Competition (“SFAS”) is open to amateur 
riders only. Eligible riders include those: who have not 
ridden, exhibited or owned a horse that has competed in 
a showing class at Horse of the Year Show since 1997; 
who do not produce or ride horses for the show ring for 
remuneration; who are not judges registered with any 
showing association. 
SFAS is open to horses and ponies who have not qualified 
for Horse of the Year Show (“HOYS”) before 1 March 
2017. They may have qualified for Royal International 
Horse Show (“RIHS”) before this date but must not have 
competed at RIHS, except in direct entry classes. 
The horse or pony must not have been exhibited by a 
professional show rider or producer and this includes the 
ponies. Please read the rules for more details. 
All horses and ponies qualify for a rosette. 
All times are approximate – competitors must declare 30 
minutes before the stated start time of each class - see 
rules about declaration. 
Competitors and riders who qualify 1st or 2nd in SFAS 
may be invited to enter HOYS but entry to HOYS is not 
automatic and amongst other things is subject to the rider 
and horse or pony meeting the required standard for entry 
to HOYS and complying with the Search For A Star rules 
and regulations. 
We will endeavour to run to time - further information from 
the secretary will be available on the day. 

PLEASE READ THE RULES.
Closing date for entries paid by cheque is as per published 
in the schedule on the website, late entries may be 
accepted online with the addition of an extra fee if the class 
is not full.
STABLING
Please arrange stabling directly with your venue of choice.

JUDGES
Up to date details of judges will be available online in due 
course. www.search4astar.org.uk - Please co-operate 
with our judges, secretary and stewards. They are just 
trying to make the whole experience the best it can be for 
everyone and keep you safe!!

ONLINE ENTRY
To enter on-line please visit www.search4astar.or.uk 
and follow the link. There will be an administration 
charge which is out of our control

23RD APRIL 
Osbaldeston Equestrian Centre
Blackburn BB2 7LZ
Tel 01254 813159 
Closing date for entries 10th April*
21ST MAY 
Stretcholt Equestrian Centre
Somerset,
TA6 4SR
Tel: 01278 683312 
Closing date for entries 8th May* 

18TH JUNE
College Equestrian Centre
Church Road, Keysoe
MK44 2JP
Tel: 01234 708400 
Closing date for entries 5th June*
16TH JULY
Bury Farm Equestrian
Slapton, Leighton Buzzard 
Buckinghamshire LU7 9BT  
Tel 01525 222114 
Closing date for entries 3rd July* 
6TH AUGUST
Vale View Equestrian Centre
Old Dalby
Melton Mowbray
Leicestershire LE14 3LX
Tel: 01664 823739 
Closing date for entries 24th July*

For venue judges please visit
www.search4astar.org.uk. The judges 
listed have confirmed attendance. 
They could be changed through 
circumstances beyond our control.   
Please regularly check the website for 
any changes.

* After this date, late entry fees apply.

1a.  8.30 AM – WORKING SHOW HORSE/
PONY (PONY SECTION)
122cms to under 148cms. Ponies 4 years and 
over. Riders 12 years or over on January 1st 2017. 
Riders will be asked to give a short show (judges 
will explain what to do) and jump two of the three 
fences which will be at 2ft, 2ft 3” and 2ft 9”, riders 
choose which two, no extra points for jumping the 
biggest fence. Adults and children may enter and 
ride ponies in this class as long as their weight and 
size is appropriate, decision of the judge is final 
on the suitability of horse and rider. Unsuitable 
combinations will be eliminated. Class judged on 
50% conformation, temperament, type and manners 
and 50% performance. Judges will ensure that 
conformation and temperament will allow the pony 
to be a competent all round performer, capable of 
doing most work including jumping and dressage. 
Harmony of pony and rider will be taken into 
account. Jumping style and approach is important 
and the judges will not ride. The same bridle must 
be worn throughout and snaffle bridles will not be 
penalised. Tweed or show jackets are acceptable. 
Martingales are optional. Grooms, correctly dressed, 
may be required in the arena. 1st will qualify at 
Judge’s discretion.
Entry fee £48, Late entry fee plus £15

1b. 9.30 AM - WORKING SHOW HORSE/PONY  
(HORSE SECTION)
Horses 148cms and over, 4 years and over. Riders 12 
years and over on January 1st 2017. Riders will be 
asked to give a short show (judges will explain what 
to do) and jump two of the three fences which will 
be at 2ft, 2ft 6” and 2ft 9”, riders choose which two, 
no extra points for jumping the biggest fence. Adults 
and children may enter and ride horses in this class. 
Riders must not be over-horsed and the decision of 
the judge is final on the suitability of the horse and 
rider. Unsuitable combinations will be eliminated. 
Judged on 50% conformation, temperament, type and 
manners and 50% performance. Judges will ensure 
that conformation and temperament allows the 
horse to be a competent all round performer, capable 
of doing most work including jumping and dressage. 
Harmony of horse and rider will be taken into account. 
Jumping style and approach is important. The judges 
will not ride. Snaffle bridles will not be penalised, 
but the same bridle must be worn throughout the 

competition. Martingales optional.Tweed or show 
jackets. Correctly dressed grooms may be required 
in the arena. Rosettes to 6th place.1st will qualify at 
Judge’s discretion.
Entry fee £48, Late entry fee plus £15

2.  11.00 AM - RIDING HORSE/HACK
Hacks Exceeding 148cms not exceeding 160cms, 
Riding Horse exceeding 148cms, 4 years or over. 
Riders 15 years or over on January 1st 2017. Riding 
horse - tweed jacket. Hack - show jacket. Correctly 
dressed grooms may be required in the arena. The 
best of type will win. Rosettes to 6th place. 1st and 2nd  
qualify at judges discretion. At HOYS, championship 
rosettes will be awarded to both a Riding Horse 
and a Hack and they will both qualify for the final 
Championship.
Entry fee £48, Late entry fee plus £15

3.  1.00 PM - SHOW HUNTER
Exceeding 153cms, 4 years and over. Riders 15 
years or over on January 1st 2017. Class will not 
be divided into different weights. Tweed  jacket. 
Correctly dressed grooms may be required in the 
arena. Rosettes to 6th place. 1st and 2nd  qualify at 
judges discretion.
Entry fee £48, Late entry fee plus £15

4.  2.30 PM - SHOW COBS & MAXI COBS 
EXCEEDING 148cms
Show & maxi cobs, best of type will win. Maxi cobs should 
be true to type and all cobs should be hogged. Riders 15 
years or over on the January 1st 2017 and horses 4 years 
or over. Tweed jacket. Correctly dressed grooms may be 
required in the arena. Rosettes to 6th place. 1st and 2nd  
qualify at judges discretion.
Entry fee £48, Late entry fee plus £15

5.  SEIB Racehorse to Riding Horse  
4.00 pm Osbaldeston & Vale View - 
3.30 Stretcholt, Bury Farm & College Equestrian.
separate schedule, rules and entry form required please visit 
www.racehorse2ridinghorse.co.uk for more information.

6. 3.30pm Search for a Star RDA Showing 
Championship  OSBALDESTON AND VALE VIEW 
VENUES ONLY separate schedule, rules and entry form 
required please visit www.search4astar.org.uk and click 
the RDA Showing link.

Immediately following qualification at 
the Competition, a Qualified Rider/Owner 
must bring the horse’s original passport 
to the secretary of the Organiser to be 
checked. The passport must be correct 
and in the name of the horse and owner 
on the Search for a Star entry form. 
Failure to comply with this ruling will 
mean disqualification.

STABLING Please arrange stabling directly 
with your venue of choice.

Dates & Details Schedule

IMPORTANT NOTE
Please ensure that the email address for the main contact is written 
clearly as this is the method of communication from the organisers..
Please send your entry form with your cheque made payable to SEIB 
and post it to: SFAS, SEIB, South Essex House, North Road, South 
Ockendon, Essex,RM15 5BE. SAE not required.

Closing date is shown under ‘Dates and Details’, to guarantee your place 
book early, entry fees will be returned if the class is full. 

Please note:
Immediately following qualification at the competition, a qualified rider/
owner must take the horse’s original passport to the secretary of the 
competition to be checked. The passport must be correct with the same 
name and address of horse and owner as on the Search for a Star entry 
form. Failure to comply with this ruling will mean disqualification.

Terms & Conditions
By submitting your personal details you consent to us using this information in the ways 
described in our Privacy Policy, which includes sending you emails from time to time, 
telling you about offers, discounts or other information which we think may be of interest 
to you, about our business partners which we have carefully selected and from ourselves. 
You can opt out at any time. Our privacy policy can be found at www.seib.co.uk/about-us/
privacy-policy or by writing to us at our registered office address.
As a winner you authorise us to share/use your details with the press for publicity 
purposes.
Please tick if you do not wish to receive marketing information by email,telephone or post 
from SEIB insurance Brokers

ONE ENTRY FORM PER HORSE AND PER VENUE
PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM IN BLOCK CAPITALS

HORSE
Name of Horse  Reg. No. (if applicable) 
Passport No.
Class No. Mare or Gelding
Height Age
Colour Age of Rider (if under 21)

Standard Entry Fee £48 per class Subtotal £
Late Entry Fee £15 per class Subtotal £
 TOTAL £

Horse of the Year Show 2017

Search for a Star 

Entry Form

LATE ENTRIES WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED USING  
THE ONLINE ENTRY SYSTEM 
No entries will be taken on the day

The onus is on the exhibitor, rider and owner to ensure that they meet 
the criteria of Search for a Star. Organisers of the competition will not be 
held responsible for any advice given regarding eligibility. 

www.search4astar.org.uk

EMERGENCY CONTACT IN THE EVENT OF AN ACCIDENT
First Name      Telephone
Surname       Mobile Number
Relationship to competitor

PLEASE STATE HORSE/PONY’S PERFORMANCE RECORD (IF ANY) ON THE BACK OF THIS ENTRY FORM AND ANY INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT THE HORSE, RIDER OR OWNER. THANK YOU.

I have read, understood and agree to abide by the rules of Search for a Star.
SIGNED (OWNER)              (Parent or Guardian if 16 & under)   PLEASE PRINT NAME (OWNER)     DATE 

SIGNED (RIDER)             (Parent or Guardian if 16 & under)    PLEASE PRINT NAME (RIDER)     DATE

OWNER (If different from rider) Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms, other

First Name      Surname

Address

       Postcode          DOB  (if under 18)

Telephone Day      Telephone Evening

Mobile       Occupation

Email        

RIDER Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms, other

First Name      Surname

Address

       Postcode              DOB (if under 18)

Telephone Day      Telephone Evening

Mobile       Occupation

Email       

Please indicate address for correspondence:           Owner   Rider

Venue Required           Date

Why not enter online? www.search4astar.org.uk, please be aware that 
if you use this method of entry there will be an administration charge 
to the provider.

It is important that you read the Rules 
and Regulations. These can be found at 
www.search4astar.org.uk.

PLEASE REMEMBER
The onus is on the exhibitor, rider and owner to ensure that 
they meet the criteria of Search for a Star. Organisers of the 
competition will not be held responsible for any advice given 
regarding eligibility. 




